The *Journal of Comparative Pathology* Educational Trust (JCPET) was established in 2008 to promote and support the discipline of veterinary pathology globally. Since that time, the Trust has sponsored eight JCPET Plenary Lectures at the annual congress of the European Society for Veterinary Pathology and the European College of Veterinary Pathologists. The Trust has also provided 43 travel bursaries to enable postgraduate students or residents in training to attend and present their work at congresses, and 18 travel bursaries to enable junior scientists to undertake a short-term exchange visit to another laboratory for the purposes of learning a particular technique or accessing expertise not available in their home institution. The recipients of these bursaries have come from Europe, the United States and Africa.

In 2017, the JCPET partnered with the UK Petplan Charitable Trust (<http://www.petplantrust.org/>) to co-fund a £15,000 research award in veterinary pathology. The Petplan Charitable Trust was founded in 1994 to provide funding for studies that promote the health and welfare of animals. Since that time the Trust made grants of over £10 million for welfare projects and scientific studies into disease conditions. The Petplan Charitable Trust does not support investigations using experimental animals.

The award in veterinary pathology was announced early in 2017 and numerous strong applications were received by the May closing date. The applications were assessed and ranked by members of the Petplan Charitable Trust Scientific Committee and the final decision was made by the trustees of the JCPET.

The Trusts are pleased to announce that the recipient of the 2017 award is Professor Anja Kipar from the Institute of Veterinary Pathology, Vetsuisse Faculty, University of Zurich, Zurich, Switzerland, for a project entitled '*Feline Coronavirus: the Virus--Cell Interplay in Infected Cats with and without Feline Infectious Peritonitis (FIP)*'. Professor Kipar represents the 'Bristol--Zurich FIP Consortium' and the co-applicants in the proposal are Professor Séverine Tasker, Dr Christopher Helps and Dr Andrew Davidson from the University of Bristol, Bristol, UK, and Dr Marina Meli and Dr Alexandra Malbon from the University of Zurich. The project represents one part of the PhD programme of Dr Malbon.

The project will utilize the FIP Biobank of tissue samples, established at the University of Bristol Veterinary School, to explore aspects of the host immune response to feline coronavirus. The work builds on a pilot study performed by the applicants, which suggested that the immune response to feline coronavirus is dysregulated in those cats that go on to develop FIP. The study will employ real-time reverse transcriptase polymerase chain reaction, immunohistochemistry and RNA in-situ hybridization to investigate the expression of key immune molecules in tissue from cats with and without FIP. The focus of these studies will be the mesenteric lymph node, selected as the likely first target of the virus as it spreads from the intestine. As a condition of the award the outcomes from the study will be submitted for publication in the *Journal of Comparative Pathology*.

The trustees of the JCPET and the Petplan Charitable Trust extend their congratulations to Professor Kipar and the research team. The Trusts hope in the future to support a further joint research award in veterinary pathology.

Details of JCPET travel grants and the application forms may be found on the JCPET section of the *Journal of Comparative Pathology* website ([www.journals.elsevier.com/journal-of-comparative-pathology/news/the-journal-of-comparative-pathology-educational-trust](http://www.journals.elsevier.com/journal-of-comparative-pathology/news/the-journal-of-comparative-pathology-educational-trust){#intref0015}).
